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WHEN A NEW IMPROVED ROLLETFLEX model camera is
announced there are always a certain number of pho-
tographers who automatically trade in their old ones
for the new model just as they would trade in a 1956
car for a 1957 desizn. Unlike cars. however. Rolleiflex
cameras don’t reallv need trading in after a vear of
use—or two—or three A discriminating
camera buyer wants to know if the new model is really

or more.

an improvement over the old—or has a little bit of use-
less chrome been added instead.

Will the Rollei user find a five element lens. a built-
in exposure meter and an automatic depth-of-field
indicator sufficient reason to buy a new Rolleiflex?
This is the question MoDERN set out to solve when we
ordered a new Rolleiflex 3.5G delivered for testing.
Although the Rolleiflexes with f/2.8 Zeiss Planar or
Schneider Nenotar lenses are also available with ex-
posure meters. we tested the Rolleiflex 3.5G since this
is the first five element f,3.5 lens ever available in a
Rollei. This test would allow us to compare it directly
against the four element £ 3.5 Schneider Xenar. Is a
five element lens of a given focal length and opening
really better than a four element lens of the same focal
length and opening? Well. we would see.

There's no reason to dwell on the features which
have already made the Rolleiflex a standard of excel-
lence—the automatic loading. erank winding. auto-
matic parallax compensation. LVS coupled Synchro-

Compur shutter. Instead let’s concentrate on the new
features—the new exposure meter. the new lens and
the new automatic depth-of-field indicator.

Are built-in meters any good?

First. the exposure meter. The photocell is built di-
rectly into the front name plate of the camera. A small
lever (seé directions for use at right) selects either a
highlv sensitive scale for low light intensity readings
or a standard light level scale for average light in-
tensities. The cell remains exposed at all times. All con-
trols and dials for the meter are located on the focusing
knob. We compared this meter with a number of well
known brands of separate exposure meters in zeneral
professional use.

The built-in reflected light Rollei meter with incident
light attachment is quite simple to operate. although
the camera owner must learn to use the LVS system
with it. The meter does not give individual shutter
speed and lens aperture indications. If you want to
know what lens apertures and shutter speeds are avail-
able at any given lizht level. you must set the camera
controls to the proper LVS number as indicated in the
pictures opposite and then check the speeds and aper-
ture in the window atop the viewing lens (picture 8 at
right).

There’s no doubt that this LVS system at first may
be a source of confusion for photographers accustomed
to selecting and choosing their own f/stops and shutter
speeds from exposure meter dials. Actually. however,
by eliminating these two settings from the meter and
concentrating on the LVS (Continued on page 130)

HERE'S HOW EXPOSURE METER
WORKS ON NEW ROLLEIFLEXES

1. First set film’s ASA
index in dial window on
the outside of the film
wind kneb., Nuombers
range from 6 to 800.

3. Take reading with
meter. Turn outer rim
of focusing knob until
broad top arrow coin-
cides with meter needle.

5. Uncouple LVS by
pushing in center of con-
trol button on front of
eamera so black notches
do not line up with white.

\

7. Relock LYS by push-
ing in control button,
aligning notches and
white markings, Shut-
ter, aperture, are locked.

2. For low light intensi-
ties, flip lever on top of
name plut(t to show red
dot. For bright light. flip
to cover dot.

4. If using low light
seale. read LVS setting
from red bordered win-
dow. For high scale
read black window.

6. Turn either the shutter
or aperture wheel un-
til the arrow on the shut-
ter speed wheel points
to the LVS number.

8. Turn either control
wheel and select desired
shutter-lens LYS combi-
nation in window atop
viewing lens.
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BIGGEST DISCOUNTS!

List Price
109.45

.139.50
..535.50
212,45
. 459.00

ARGUS C-3

with Eveready Case, Flash, Wide Angie Lans, Teiecnata Lens, Hew
ARGUS C-4

with Eveready Case. Fiash, Wide Angiz Lans, Teiezsorg Lans New. ..
BOLEX HI6 REFLEX

with 17114 Switar, New

RETINA IlIC

with Eveready Case, Flash. New

EXAKTA VX 1A

with Automatic Biotar 58mm {2, Evaradg, Case 2Imm i
EXA

with 50mm £2.3, £ ..171.45
PENTACON

with S8mm 12 pre-set, Eversady Case, 133mm 23 25 NEW it e 328.50

VOIGTLANDER PROMINENT
29245

with 11.5 Nekton, Eveready Case, Flash. New . .....oam

79.50 10.00
99.50
535.50
155.50
289.00
99.95
169.00
170.00

10.00
54.00
16.00
29.00
10.00
17.00
17.00

lens, Mg

vy Case. Set of Extension T.bes: [00mm 4.5 lens. Hew

40mm 4.5 Wide Angl
PRAKTINA
with 50mm Automatic Biotar £2. 13
MINOX IS
siih Chain and Case, Flash, New
ROLLEIFLEX AUTOMAT
with Tessar 135, Evaready Case, Lise fiew
ROLLEIFLEX 2.8E
Eueready Case, Like New
RETINA lIC
with 123 [ens, 3
Eveready Casz,
ZEISS CONT LEX 1
with Wide Angle Lens, Teiephoto Lens, Evereacy Cise, Flasn Hew
ZEISS CONTAFLEX Il
ith Telephoto Lens, Wide Angie Les, Setof T=-22 titers. Eveready Case. New
VOIGTLANDER VITESSA L
with f2 lens, Evereagy Case. New
AIRES 35 1l

with 11,9, Everaady Case. New....... oo

o Langar, Optical Vi

KONICA 11l

with 2 lens, Eveready Case, Lenssnage, Jer 20 ltars, Flasn New 150.20 131.75 13.00
HASSELBLAD i2.8

with Eveready Case, 135mm 138 fens. Flasn “&a s - o 499 0 399.00 39.00
LEICA IlIIF

with 50mm {2, Eveready Case Flaeh hes 358.60 249.50 25.00
LEICA M-3

with 50mm 12, Tveraazy Case, Fl357 New : 472.00 365.00 36.00
LEICA M-3

with Zunow S0mm {1.1, Eueresay Cass, Flasn e 758.50 499.00 49.00
CANOCN V

with 50mm 118, Eveready Case, Fiasd, 35m= *L = Tefepnato Lens, New 721.00 492.00 49.00
BELL & HOWELL 202C Filmosound

projects magretic ssund, opnical ang slent © = 716.00 425.00 43.00
NIKON S-2

with 30mm {1.4 a3 433.50 349.00 35.00
CONTAX

with S0mm {1 4, Ever Case s 364 .50 279.00 27.00
CONTAX llA

with S0mm f1.1. Hew. e e 629,00 429.00 43.00

All equipment in the cambinations above are available individually as discount prices, The time-payment plus
discount price plan covers everything photographic — including cameras not listed, MOVIE CAMERAS, PRO-
JECTORS, LENSES, ENLARGERS, etc. For whatever you need, fill in and mail the coupon below, TODAY!

= m =
GRAND CENTRAL CAMERA « Dept. M5, 1 East 43 St. = New York 17, N.Y. - MU 2-0866

Please ship the following immadiately

Enclosed 15 3

-~ Down Payment

| 'agree to pay $— —monthly for__
I wish to

months until merchandise s paid-1or

trage mn

~ | am shipping equipment far
~ill pe returned at our expense

- Give me t

Your trage
Send F

— Send pamphlet on Grand Central Time Payment Plan

itative ce Dy mail.
y be used as down Dayment! It t you dap't

TCC infarmation ang prices oMo e ——————— Lot

SALE PRICE Down Payment

MName__ T | . = —

Address.__— e e - = e

City 4 e S iane State_____ e
'Y R B R R R B R B R E B B B B B B B B B

—
[+
=

REMEMRER YOU saw 1 1v Mopery

NEW ROLLEIS

( Continued from page 51 )

number combinations available op the
Rolleiflex controls, correct exposure can
be ohtained far more swiftly than with
a separate. non-LVS meter. You gp
lose time coupling and uncoupling [h!;
LVS system to change numbers hefore
and after setting (pictures 5 and 7)
The mechanics of meter use. as showr;
in the pictures. are simple. The top A5A
index available is 800. This does seep,
a hit too low with faster films being
introduced to the market so frequently.

How accurate is the meter? In Jow
light levels it read correct exposure as .
aceurately and easily as a number of ex.
pensive sepuarate dual range exposure
meters and meters with booster cells,
Moreover. readings in low light often
prove difficult with some meters due to
the erowding of the scale at the lower
lizht level end of the dial. Readings
were not only just as accurate with the
Rullei meter but were very swift indeed.
There are no lines or crowded scales to
confuse,

Hoiw sturdy is it?

Does the meter hold up? It's too early
to tell how the meter will last over a
period of vears. In four months of use
with econsiderable rough treatment. the
meter survived without dificulty or ad-
justment. (We would like to see some
sort of zeroing adjustment on the meter
to reset the =cale needle when and if
necessarv, We must sav in fairness how-
ever. that no adjustment of any sort was
necessary after the test.)

We were worried about the constantly
photocell. [t <eemed logical
that the cell would suffer from constant
exposure. But it didn’t. Still. we'd be
tempted to fasten a piece of hlack tape
across the meter cell if we were going
to nse the camera for extended periods
outdoors in bright sunlight.

Summing up. is the meter worth-
while? Answer: It depends on you. The
censitive. IUs

expo=ed

meter 1= aceurate and
handy to have it built into the camera.
The big (uestion: how easy will it be
for vou to become accustomed to a meter

marked only in LVS numbers?

Five or four element lens?

Now let's take a look at that five
element /3.5 lens. It's no secret that
there was a cry from professional pho-
tocraphers for 4 Rollei with an {/28
lens and that these camera enthusiasts
only ot what they wanted when a five-
element optical svstem was de\'f‘lﬂl‘efj'

With a maximum f 3.5 aperture 1t
T3mm focal lengths. the story has }Jf_f"
quite different. The four element Zeiss

Tessar and Schneider Xenar 75mP @8
£/3.5 lenses have long been standards of ¥
excellence for Rolleis and many other S8

(Continued on puge 132) 8
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DON’'T BE CONFUSED NEW RoLLEI
e e | ( Continued from page 130) i
i D 3 :
I;orﬁowr 12 }elars, Life C:oior Ldabs has produce(i cameras. What more can the new Xeng.
the nnest 1n t_:o ojr processing and printing . . . a tar five element offer? For all b e
reasonable prices! mest persnickity professional. g Zood
See for yourself the difference expert attention of Xenar or Tessar will do nicely. Testing
experienced graduate color technicians can make in the new Xenotar against a zood exampla
developing, printing or duplicating your prized of a Schneider Xenar. the resulting
color films. picture definition with both lenses yaq
almost identical. This is not to dis
COLOR PRINTING ANSCO COLOR & EKTACHROME i { % e ’r o dis Parage
& DEVELOPING SERVICE SHEET FILM PROCESSING 1€ nEw Aenolar but rather to point ong
& Sheets or Less that a good four element Xenar or
------------ 25¢ 2V x 34 §1.25..... .. 20c ea. Tessar can be a very good lens indeed,
5x7._.__ 128 3l x 4l 1,50 20¢ ea. Perhaps the Xenotar lens proved a shade
8 x 10.... 250 s [y e | Y- 1 sharper in the corners at full apertyre
x4 4.95 -.35¢ ea. than the Xenar. However. in aetya]

16 x 20.....10.00 8x 10 80c ea. Wil e
35mm Color Duplicates.................. 25¢ “Wallet Size" Pr:n+s ONLY: 1imited photographic practice we doubt that

Cropping & Dodging on Request to Transparencies Not Larger Than t}_‘i’-" difference “'“_fl]'-] E)E‘ Pf’?“rl?f-‘mible.
Add 50%, 21y x 34 Xenar or Xenotar? Thevre hoth fine

lenses,

PROCESSING — Ansco Color, Ekta- Ansco Color & Ektachrome 35 mm.
chrome 120 & 620 Rolls.................... @ $] 00 20-exp. Rolls, Processed & Mounted @$1 .00 T} Tont eld indi
Ansco Color 35 mm “Mercury Rolls” te depth-of-field indicator

2%$1.50

Processed & Mounted.................__ - The new automatic depth-of-field indj.
cator is unquestionably an improvement

“E“ L1 FE COLO R P R / ’]’ over the older model. On former Rolleis
)

it was necessary to check the aperture
which vou were using and then examine
| the footage scale on the focusing knob
LIFE COLOR LAB/| to see what footages lay between the two
aperture markings. No more. A white
12 Third Street strip adjacent to the focusing knobs ex-
pands and contracts to indicaie the
Sqrcﬁoga SPG‘ N. Y. exact depth of feld (see picture page
30 ).
| There are other smaller improvements
Quality is our most important consideration . . . Service our constant goal.| on the new Rolleis. including a sturdier
neck strap catch and graphic indica-
35MM KanAEHH"ME B = T e rr— { tions for ‘Hu.ﬂh and r=1-..=_|‘rrrmic ﬂ;ish
FACTORY PACKED — 1957 oaTE>. ||| ol _ KUDAGHRUME | (lightning for one. a bulb for the other)
: - - B | FACIORY FRESH 1 YR. EXP. ‘ so vou can't get the :ettings mixed up.
g:&u ﬂgg g:ﬂls ;:;4; PROCESSING NOT INCLUDED H”wlurn.'-.: t]l,{ ;T_ W R;\lll.ﬂ‘ r\'\ ‘IL-f.‘l eVer
lfoR _zssloror 354y [P = =5 3 [ 35 min—20 EXP. | up to date and then a little. As fine a
M"WE K“"AEHH“ME 213*’ 25( gd. ANY 5 FUR 1 ["] 11 | lens as on any camera todav. a built-in
4 x 5 — 50¢ ea. — ANY 5 FOR 2.00 | mmmrrrevrommm | PR,

Factory Pached —1 YR. EXP. DATE 3% 5
_ﬂ{[ TNCLUDES PROCESSING 2 —
s $9.39 lnmlf“u.as X 35‘ £, ANY 3 H]R ]'[]u MOVIE 8§ mm—25 FT_DOUSLEY | lus the ; depth-of-feld scale and all
1548) 3nous 135 |5 x 7 — 75¢ ea. — ANY 4 FOR 290 $ 697 DHus Lag new cepth-oi-nela scaleiand &
..2985| GFOR . . 4759 10 FOR the other well known Rollei features. No

8 mm MAG. 25 FT. | 16mm MAG. 50 FT. $ : ; ¥ L
g :nan"ss_..;g.g: T::q;;; 1830 3 ROLLS. s&:g new chrome grill or useless tail fins
S L e | here. Good solid improvements for one

N 2 ; :
35MM QK?E[?}?RH;PE?E w‘m of the finest cameras in the world.—H. K.
v ear e (AN SCOCHROME * EXTACHROME 35'“’"5”“““?”&“5”70' 1 — FREE Daylight Film Loader

PRICE Hctua:s PROCESSING M| DEVELOPING & MTG. hafor$l.00 —15 For 2 — 8 Free Caris., 8 Mail Bogs
36 El

On FILM ORDER FLEASE i
35mm — 20 EXP.—$1. MTD.JENCLOSE Sc PESII ROLL 3 — Price Includes Dev. & Mrg.

120-620—75¢ Per Roll—3 For $2.000 For POSTAGE and HANDLING | BLUIL RS T T 13 1 FLTS
—_*'“__‘_'—"‘—————-—___.—...___
GOI-DEN GATE COlOR PR'NTS i W
»necoans  HOLLYWOOD 46, CALIF.

| CREATIVE
PHOTOGRAPHY

Mot a "school'". A different KIND of teaching—""well
known for..students..becoming famous professicnals
and amateurs.'" 38th year. Write for booklei M—9,

FREE! pockEeT BOOKLET

How to Select Transpa

for Good Color Pr
easy to reod, eosy to follow
instructions en how to select
transporencies without guess-
work.

rivals many separate independent meters

g | ) /A in 2 Fine Leathers RABINOVITCH
i - / . . PHOTOGR. ORKSHOP
: _J | ; ) ] Fahfﬂrnla saddle or 40 West 5‘: il “;lew York 19

S I RN [:liforniz Harness
.' :I. t | . ' " AT BETTER CAMERA STORES : TRADI"G cAMEnAS?
| FVERYWHERE | Cotra ther T z-—_— i

trade allowance

at Al Bass.

J. B. PERRIN & CO., Inc. Wiite iy
caiizemmia 8476 Warner Drive = Culver City, California

SAN FRANCISCO - YU, 2.1523
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